TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'    SCHOOL

or simple portfolios for drawings, decorated with cut-
paper work; or they can make presents for their people
at home, such as calendars, simple picture frames, book
markers, etc.

From work of this type the children will learn the
necessity for care and accuracy, if a successful result is
to be obtained.

So far handwork has been treated as (a) a means of
giving concrete expression to some Centre of Interest,
(i) as a form of self-expression in the making of a toy
or other object, (c) as the pursuit of a craft in a simple
way; but handwork may sometimes be treated as a
Centre of Interest in itself; for example once in the year
it is a good plan-to direct the children's thought to the
idea of using the skill of their hands to make presents
for parents, brothers and sisters or other relatives.

The second half of the autumn term is a good time to
launch this project, and when it is once started all the
time usually devoted to art and handwork should be
used for the achievement of the purpose.

Earlier in the term a preliminary discussion may be
taken, in which the idea is suggested. Each child can
then make a list of the members of its family and say
tentatively what it would like to make for each of them,
The teacher will look through the lists and make notes
of the children's suggestions. During the early part of
the term she can then arrange to give the children the
basis of experience in those forms of handwork with'

138